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II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


515. While expressing its cordial agreement with His Honour the Iro: Parnior, 


n Lieutenant-Governor's remarks on the urgency of 

| er pu Police Reform, the Hindoo Patriot is pleased to notice 

from the last Bengal Police Administration Report that some improvement in 

the morale of the force has already been made; but, as the diminution of the 

number of charges against the police of torture and extortion is no true test 

of moral improvement, since all cases do not come to light, it is urged that 
the moral discipline of the Police force should be strictly attended to. 


516, Before any sensible addition can bo made to the efficiency of the 

ptr Police, the Bengalze says the position and prospects 

f of enquiring Police officers, Sub-Inspectors and 

Inspectors, must be improved, and when this is done educated young men of 

respectable families will be attracted to the Service. Finally, the journal advo- 

cates the appointment of a larger number of natives of India to the superior 
ranks of the force. 


(6)—Working of the Courts. 


517. The Englishnan’s announcement that Mr. Geidt is to succeed 

ae Mtr. Justice Rampini was, says the Indian Mirror, 

2 Geidt e appointment as in the nature of a bolt from the blue. If 
nudge of the High Court. 1 : B 3 

the proposal is put into execution it will certainly, 

continues the journal, amount to an unconscionable job, and this is shewn by 

the threatened retirement of Mr. Pargiter. There is a report that the Chief 

Justice is working the new arrangement and that he does not want more 

Indian Judges for the Court. 


518, Referring to the announcement that Mr. Geidt will act in place 

5 of Mr. Justice Rampini, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
hopes the Governments of Lord Curzon and Sir 
John Woodburn will repair the wrong and injustice done to Mr. Gupta whose 
claims have heen overlooked, although he is senior and has twiceacted as Judge 
of the High Court. 

An act of grave injustice has been done to an Officer of high ‘standing 
and reputation in the Covenanted Service—one who has always won the 
approbation of the public and the confidence of Government in every office 
he has held. 

Mr. Geidt’s merits are duly recognised, but bis promotion over the heads 
of his seniors, Messrs, Gupta and Pargiter, is strongly deprecated. 

519. The followiug is taken from the letter of the Barisal correspondent 

„ of the Bengalee :— ee 
wit against the Barisal The judiciary of this little town must be in a 


by his irregular attendance, has been causing much dissatisfaction’ amongst 


the. litigant public. The local vernacular papers have more than once’ 


drawn attention to this, but neither the Judge has mended his ways, nor the 
Government taken any notice of it. In a district, notorious for the litigious 
habits of its people, it is desirable that the administration of justice should be 
above censure. Mr. Temple, for aught we know, is a very kind-hearted and 
intelligent officer. If he would only be more regular and more attentive, public 

opinion would eal round him and the scandal would be put an end to. 
520. The Indian Empire publishes the details of the case in which 
Mr. A. H. Vernéde, Joint-Magistrate of Jalpaiguri, 


‘Mr. A. H. Verntde, Jvint- twice ordered his peon to wring the ears of a 


„ witness who failed to reply readily to questions put 

by the Court, and for which the Joint-Magistrate was judicially fined twenty 
rupees, and the peon one rupee by the Deputy Commissioner. The journal 
remarks that this is the first time in India that a Magistrate has been punished 

for assaulting a witness, and hopes that the Li eutenant-Governor will take 
proper notice of the cage, : 


| 


very bad way, when the District Judge himself, 
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521. The Bengalee writes 7 ; 7 4 ee 3 
' e feel it our duty to rominent attentio 
— N Joint- to the extraordinary Res of Mr. Vernide, 
the Joint-Magistrate of Jalpaiguri. He has been 
convicted of abetting the commission of an assault on a complainant, who a 
eared before him, and has been fined Rs. 20 by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. 
Forrest. The circumstances of the case are peculiarly 1 The com- 
o Of a 


plainant was pulled by the ear three times in the course of an hour under the 
orders of the Joint - Magistrate, because he got confused and could not satis. 
factorily answer questions that were put him. The man comes to the Joint. 
Magistrate for justice and for the redress of a wrong. He is assaulted and 
insulted by the Joint- Magistrate. Much may be forgiven in a young officer pain- 
fully endeavouring to perform his duty, but what are we to think of a Magistrate 
who betrays such a loss of temper as to violate from the judgment-seat the law 
which he is there to administer? Mr. Vernède has shown a deplorable lack 
of all sense of responsibility, and the Government may well consider the ques- 
tion as to whether he is fit to be entrusted with magisterial duties. That the 
offence is grave is evident from the notice which the Deputy Commissioner felt 
it his duty to take of his conduct. These cases are often trifled with and mostly 
shelved. But Mr. Forrest felt that in this case public notice should be taken of 
the Joint-Magistrate’s conduct, and that he should be publicly punished. 


(d Education, 


522. The following is taken from the Indian Nation :— 


ꝗ— iach te Higher education as fostered by the Univer- 
tional policy of the Government, sity will never be reformed till the schools have 
| been reformed. Schools prepare students for 
colleges; and if the early education is defective in essential respects, that defect 
can scarcely ever be remedied by anything that a college may do. At present 
the Calcutta University and the Government of Bengal seem to be at cross 
one What the University seeks to do, the Government, through its 
ducation Department, is doing its best to undo. The University is bent upon 
raising the standard of instruction in English as imparted in schools, and 
the Government of Bengal has issued rules to schools under its control, which 
cannot but have the effect of lowering that standard. English will be taught 
only asa second language in the lower classes. The period of instruction in 
English will be curtailed, and the preparetion of boys for that instruction 
(which will be confined to the higher classes) will be very much reduced. 
That is to say, boys will now read English not only fora shorter time 
than hitherto, but they will read it ata disadvantage in the higher classes, 
having read so little of it in the lower. And yet the University wants, the 
witnesses before the Universities Commission want, and the general public 
want that boys should come from school to college with better e e of 
English than what they now possess. In other words, the training is to be 
worse, but the result of it must be better. Obviously such an absurdity will 
nover be realised in practice, even- if the prestige of the Bengal Government is 
to suffer by a revocation of its rules. Either, however, the rules must be 
revoked, or boys will come to college worse equipped in English than at present. 


523. The Indian Nation expresses the following opinion on the issues 
raised by the witnesses in their evidence before 
the Universities Commission :— 1 
Reform of Indian Universities, which have by their longevity acquired 
a stability and sanctity, should proceed with extreme caution and be anything 
but drastic or of a root-and-branch style. “ae | ae 
To ensure sound education, sound teaching should be insisted upon, and 
this cun be effected by introducing a sound system of examination. t exam- 
iners shew that they aim at soundness of knowledge, not capacity of memory, 
and the teaching will unconsciously proceed on that line. Multiplicit of 
subjects is mischievous. English alone should be compulsory in the B. 
Examination, but the optional subjects should be restricted to three or four. 
Chairs may be founded by Universities for courses of lectures on various sub- 
jects to be attended by graduates only. | 


The Universities Commission. 
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The number of Fellows should be reduced and Fellowships should not be 


enjoyed as monopolies, such men being elected afresh after every ten years. 

} No attempt is ever made to teach students English composition which is 
accountable for the complaint made by some witnesses that the majority of 
boys who pass the Entrance Examination are too deficient in English to profit 
by lectures delivered in colleges by their Professors, | 2 

The Nation is distinctly against Universities being vested with’ powers 
of controlling the appointment of Professors in all colleges. It favours tho 
appointment of the Registrar for a term of five years, but the appointment must 
not be the monopoly of the Professors of the Presidency College. 

Regarding the University undertaking to confer npn ge degrees, the 
journal sees no reason why the University should commit itself to the recogni- 
tion of a particular class of theology in preference to the rest. Having hither- 
to followed an attitude of neutralty, it would be invidious if a departure from 
the established practice were to be now made, 5 

The article concludes by expatiating 1 the importance of a know- 
ledge of history which, in its opinion, is now little encouraged. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


524. With reference to the Hon’ble Mr. Kisch’s reply to the questions 
3 _ of the Maharaja of Cassimbazar, that the Govern- 

The Mahareja of Cassimbazers ment was unable to find from the letter cited by 
eae the Maharaja, or from any other declaration of 
the Government of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, that he gave any of the assur- 
ances (for the relief of District Boards) mentioned in the question,” the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika cites, in support of the statement made by the Maharaja, a pass- 
age from Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s speech on the Provincial Budget, delivered 
on the 4th April 1896, that he was not prepared to say that the road cess 
should be devoted to dispensaries, support of schools, or upon veterinary.” 
It also quotes from a circular letter No. 11T.M., of the 22nd May 1896, of the 
Government of Sir A, Mackenzie, to show that road cess funds were devoted 
to general purposes, and that it was in aos gro to revise the conditions 
under which Provincial roads were transferred to local management, precisely 
what the Maharaja asked for. ä 


525. Continuing its remarks on this subject, the Amrita Bazar Pairika 
says :— 
. Me In spite of the pronouncement of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie that ‘ the road cess should not be devoted to the dispensaries and 
the support of schools,” and that the district funds should be relieved of the 
burden of maintaining provincial roads, and in spite of the reply of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kisch on behalf of the Government that no provincial road is 
maintained by a district fund unless the district fund is in receipt of a grant 
from Provincial revenues, at least equal to the estimated cost of maintaining 
the road,’ we find that, with reference to the Nadia distritt, among others: 
The road cess is devoted to dispensaries; (2) with regard to the support of 
schools the District Board was asked to spend the cess money if have was 
deficit, and (3) metalled and unmetalled provincial roads were and are still 
maintained by the Board without any grant from the Government.” 


526. Referring to the scheme of improving the metropolis the Bengalee 
re 5 differs from the doctrine of the State which would 
. rather give the Corporation a free grant than 
assign a portion of taxation revenues. If the State recognises a close’ corre- 
spondence between the wealth and rag er of the city and the revenue of 
the Exchequer, the Corporation can claim and the State in the interests of the 
people ought to forego, a share of the Imperial revenues proportionate to the 
financial, commercial and other benefits which are derived from the special 
circumstances of the city. In the opinion of the journal the Corporation is 
equitably entitled to at least half the receipts under the heads Stamps, Excise, 
Customs and Income-tax derived in the town. Enhancement of municipal 
taxation is deprecated, and a readjustment of the existing burden is the problem 
to be solved. ** | 5 5 . 


\ , eer 


\ 


Amnrta Bas A 
PaTRIKA 


4th April 1902, 


AMRITA Bazan 
PaTEiKa, 


7th April 1902, 


, 


BIA. 
Sth April 1902. 


( 156 ) 


Powsn snp Gua 527. Power and Guardian, in a choleric article, attacks the municipality 
6th April 1902. The Caleutts, Municipality. for its criminal neglect of the native quarters of the 
. ee en ae ee is one law 
for Europeans and another for Indians. It insists that this is a clear case of 
cheating. Why should the rates extorted from the natives go to swell the 

salaries of the municipal employés and benefit the few hundreds of Euro 
who live in the southern division? Why should there be the difference of 
heaven 41 hell between the southern and the northern quarters of the 
metropoli 
T appeals to Sir John Woodburn to befriend the people of 
Northern Calcutta, as there are“ not even a dozen streets which are better, in 
point of cleanliness and freedom from dust, than even the worst kuteha roads 

of the most insignificant of Bengal hamlets.” 


8 
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(9) Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


1 528. The Indian Empire ventilates the grievances of railway passengers 
8th April 1902 : on the Be ee Railway, especially om the | 
: — Railway grier- Puri line. The want of proper waiting halls and 
pure drinking water is greatly felt, and it is related 
that on the Holi day at * a poor Brahmin, who sought shelter at 
the railway station, was mercilessly beaten by a Eurasian railway official. 


()- General. 


Banoatzs, §29. The Bengalee oa the pare ae in the 2 eee 
Sth April 1902, an ints out that the delay in pushing t 
rn ee ee to — the scheme Tor the re- — ding of 
11 Munsifs is positively hard to this hard-worked class of officers. Government 
na is ordinarily credited with an efficiency sufficient to discharge all important 
it) ae and urgent business with despatch. 3 
Vo eae It is also regretted that no provision has been made for improving the 
1 pay of the ministerial officers, although some lakhs provided under Public 


1 orks and other heads might, without inconvenience, have been postponed. 

6 * W ee 430. The Amrita Bazar Patrika is pleased with the Financial Budget 

ea 5th Aprii 1902. mie 7 3 but considers that the allotments made 
or bettering the condition of Munsifs and Sub- 


Deputy Collectors are too insignificant to be appreciated, and is of opinion that if 
the High Court Judges were to divide the work equally, the necessity for 
appointing an additional Judge would not arise, and the provision of Rs. 1,25,000 
ei made for him would be better ultilised for affording relief to those hard- 
1 worked officers. 
The Patria asserts that the Bengal Government’s grant to the indigo 
lanters of Behar is scandalous, as indigo cultivation has proved a curse in 
8 proper; and hopes that the Hon'ble Members of Council will draw 
the special attention of Government to the matter of making a provision for 
sanitary and medical improvements. 

BENOALEE, 531, In publishing its Purnea correspondent’s letter regarding the 
na. oe ice of ce development of the plot by which the Municipal 
1 e ue Board are endeavouring to retain the services of 

Hi Mr. Roberts, in spite of the orders of Government, the Bengalee considers it 
2 in the interests of public service, that Mr. Roberts should leave 
urnea. 


Ik the services of Mr. Byers, present District Engineer of Malda, are not 
available till Pecember next, Government should make a selection on its own 
account from among the list of unemployed and qualified men at its disposal. 


— 


iG 1 532. The following remurks are taken from en article in the Behar 
ne e Herald on the subject of the attitude District officers 


The attitude of Distriet officers should assume towards the people: — 

nen ee We hope the — of Lord Curzon will 
endeavour to relegate to departments other than executive men. whom the pride 
oS of race, the natural want of sympathy. for everything that is not British 


\ 


\ 


See a} 
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revents from governing the Indian people wisely or well. To our mind one 
of the most 4 — of e problema is the training of a district 
officer and its effect upon his attitude towards the people. The great contrast 
between the modern covenanted civilian and the civilian of the Company’s 
rule is one of the most striking features in present day Indian administration, 
It is not that.Wren’s men areinferior to the old Haileybury men, but some- 
how or other, most of them start with the idea that the native is vastly 
their inferior by reason of his colour and that the black man must have a bla 


nature, 


533. It is a matter of extreme regret and injustice, writes Power and 

ae Guardian, that India should be saddled with the 

India and her Rnglsh garrison. increased cost of the English garrison in the 
country. 


It hopes that every public body in the Empire, and every ex onent of 
public opinion will unite in protesting against this resolution of Parliament 
with all the force that they can jointly command. 


534. Since it is to the interest of the Indians, writes Power and 

oh ion Guardian, that Mr. Cotton should occupy the 

aa ea Musnud of Belvedere, they should, without further 

loss of time, do something tangible to secure this. It accordingly N 
that a memorial be circulated in every district for the signature of officials 
and non- officials, and that all the associations and other public bodies in the 
rovince should unite in presenting another memorial to the same effect. 
t invites the attention of some Indian representatives to this proposal and is 
confident that success will attend their efforts. | 


535. Reverting to the quarrel fastened recklessly and wantonly by 

the planters upon the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
„ the Indian Mirror quotes passages from Truth, 
including the final conclusion arrived at by Mr. Labouchere, and states tha 
Mr. Cotton could not have had a better vindication of his motives and his 
conduct. | 


If not thwarted Mr. Cotton would have been able to achieve even more 


for the Province. But what he has achieved is not a little, and he has right 
earned the gratitude of the Assamese, as shown from the numerous farewe 
demonstrations in his honour. 


536. While the Bengalee is altogether opposed to Lord Curzon’s policy 
3 olf dcentralisation, there are one or two features o 
roller. en, centralisation that policy which command its approval. 
N All authority being centred in the Govern- 
ment of India and actively exercised by the Head of that Government, a sense 
of responsibility is felt which has been most effective as a guarantee for the 
dispensation of individual justice. There is no feature of Lord Curzon’s 
administration which has excited greater admiration or has evoked more heart- 
felt gratitude than His Excellency 's personal interest in securing justice 
between man and man and in removing the just grievances of the aggrieved. 
The reorganisation of the Raj-Kumar Colleges, the formation of the 
Imperial Cadet Corps and the benefits conferred on : third-class ngers, 
constitute an enduring memento of this policy and of his reign. But in spite 


of this the Benga les can have no sympathy with the policy, and is convinced 
that nothing can save it from the doom reserved for it. 5 


537. Referring to the Englishman’s observation that ‘‘ the India of the 
Despotiam and anglicised India. _ remarks that though the East changes, the Govern- 
ment of the East remains unchanged, and the rigorous British rule of ancient 


times is being scrupulously maintained. 7 


What is the use, asks the Bengalee, of maintaining a despotic form of 
Government pkg | 8 e who have outgrown it and who, within the 
last twenty years, have developed a marked inclination for Western political 
institutions and a distinct capacity to order their lives in accordance with 
them ? 8 


future will be an anglicised India, the Bengale 


np 
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VI.—Misce.LaNzovs. 
538. While the Moslem Chronicle is unwilling to wake up an imagery 
1 ol brilliant s and bei ight hopes for Ind; 
ssi eters it cannot help noticing the vant’ aorediat a 
education. The Bombay and the Sindh Educational Conferences are educating 


the public mind and training it to pathise with and appreciate the 
„ of a liberal modern education. It mentions with te that 
there are now about one hundred Muhammadan ladies in Bombay who have 
learnt English, and concludes by saying that a ke educational outlook 
for Mussulmans is within measureable distance and a future good day for 
Moslem India is certain. | 

539. The Amrita Bazar Patrita writes that there is hardly a single 
| Hindu paper which is not clamouring for the per- 
be, A Beenden of Hindu petrators of this desecration to be brought to 

. justice, yet the Government of the United Prov- 

inces of Agra and Oudh are maintaining an undisturbed silence. Would 
the authorities have shown such apathy if a Christian church, or even a 
Mussalman mosque were desecrated in this way? If the Benares Police failed 
to detect the culprits, the obvious course for the Government was to employ 
detectives from outside. | | 

The Patrika suggests that the Hindus of Benares should petition the 
Government to earnestly take up the matter without further loss of time. 


540. The following is 2 oy Le * 

8 r. Cecil Rhodes has passed away at the compara- 
FF tively early age of forty-nine. He was the typical 
nineteenth century Englishman, immensely practical, immensely proud of his 
race, and with a firm faith in the glorious destinies that awaited it. He was 
imperialism incarnate, and this was probably due to his having fed his youth 
with the Darwinian principles of the Evolution of the human race. He enter- 
tained no doubt that the British nation was the highest evolution of the human 
species, and was destined ere long to fill the whole earth according to the Dar- 
winian principle of the Survival of the fittest, Impressed as he was with this 
belief that light and civilisation followed the march of the British banner, he 
could not bear the sight of a country in the immediate neghbourhood of the 
British dominions of Cape Colony and Natal steeped in Boer barbarism. It 
grieved him sorely to see the Boer subjects denied the blessings of liberty and 
equality—blessings which he firmly believed England alone could bestow upon 
mankind. Hence he was instigator of the Jamieson raid, and primarily respon- 
sible for the disgrace of the Majuba Hill. To his contemptuous account of the 
Boer power of resistance is to be attributed the immense loss in men and money 
his country has suffered in the recent war. In spite of his mistakes, he was a 
glorious type of manhood, and an Englishman every inch of him. May his 
ashes rest in peace! , 

541. The Indian Mirror regards the lodgment of Boer prisoners in 
1 In dia as a political blunder. If this is done, contin- 
India, Pruoners in ues the Mirror, with the object of proclaiming 
5 | England’s greatness, it is an egregious error, as the 
Indian is well enough acquainted with the details of the war to know that 
England derives but little glory from it. Then again, is it fair to the hundreds 
of thousands of British subjects who live from hand to mouth and die by inches 
from chronic want of food to import thousands of “‘ white” prisoners who are 
being housed in some of the most salubrious localities in India? What is Lord 
Curzon’s reply ? He must have been consulted when the question of despatch- 
ing them to India arose. : 


542. Tbe following are the comments made by the Indian Nation on the 
list of representative Indians selected for the Coron- 
ation in England: , 
We do not profess to know all the men here 
named. Some of them are well known and are unquestionably good selections. 
That the Bengal Province, the United Provinces, and the Punjab, should be 
awe only by a Muhammadan each, appears to us unfortunate. The 
noblemen selected may have good claims to the honour conferred on them, but 
they cannot be taken to represent completely, by themselves, their respective 


Indian representatives proceed- 
ing to the Cornation in England. 


* 
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Provinces. The population is, in each case, we believe, predominantly Hindu. 
And Hindus could, we alsc believe, be named who would be as representative as 
those that have their names on this list. The omission we cannot but 
. Bengal is represented by a scion of the t, ancient, and once 
ruling house of Murshidabad, but surely there could be associated with him a 
Hindu nobleman belonging to some great and anpient family, who would 
eee. Ker selection not only by his pedigree, but by his talents, his services and 
is acknowledged representative character. Thestrangest selection of all is that 
for Calcufta City. Maharaj Kumar Prodyot Kumar Tagore is an amiable 
oung gentleman, intelligent, active, and of exceedingly good manners, but he 
is no more fitted to represent Calcutta City than an equally accomplished youth- 
ful son of an English nobleman would be fitted to represent the town of London. 
He does undoubtedly represent a section of the Calcutta public, for he is the 
son of a distinguished, enlightened, wealthy nobleman who has rendered many ser- 
vices to the country. He is connected with the British Indian Association, and has 
served on more than one public Committee. But with all his qualifications, his 
career is in the future rather than in the past, He has yet to attain the posi- 
tion which belongs to the representatives of Madras City and Bombay City. 
And we cannot but feel disappointed at the selection made for our town which 
it is customary to regard as the capital of India, A representative of Calcutta 
should be a representative not only of its wealth, but of its culture, its public life, 
its society, and, if possible, of its oldest traditions. It would not 1 difficult 
to mention some names that had such qualifications, But if for any reasons 
the Maharaj Kumar could not be passed over, there would have been no harm 
in giving to Calcutta the unique honour of two representatives, the one supple- 
menting the qualifications of the other. We believe our feeling is very 
generally shared, though in consequence of the degeneracy of the Press it has 
not found, we believe, public expression. It has not been to us a plesant matter 
to make these comments. But the demands of public duty are imperative and 
sometimes severe. | 
543. The Bengalee congratulates the promoters of the Divisional Con- 
cao Conference st inauguratea new departure, and hopes that this 
: will be the prelude to a still further decentralisation 
of patriotic efforts and to the holding of District and Subdivisional Conferences. 
They have, by organising themselves into this Union, “developed a mighty 
power which will increase as the years roll on.” 
Now that these Conferences and Unions are in existence, concludes the 
Bengalee, let Indians benefit by them and cease to be thinkers and philosophers 
but men of action! ; | | 
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